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Single Family House

Location Paris, France

Site area 127m’

Bldg. area 107m*

Total floor area 450m’

Architecture design Beckmann—-N'Thépé
Architects

Structure engineer AB Structures + Projet
Conseils

Photographer Olivier Amsellem

This is a three-storey private house with basement, facing east/
north-east on the rue de Nice and west/south-west across
its courtyard. It is clad in putty colored concrete from top to
bottom, which makes it look as if it is cut from a single block.
Its color, echoing that of the stone or rendered fagades of the
neighboring buildings, makes it blend in with its surroundings.
Two wings at the rear frame a small courtyard.

The building shares a courtyard with the neighboring building
on 10, rue de la Petite-Pierre, and planning regulations
restricted its height to 15 meters. As neighboring buildings are
on average 21 meters tall and the plot quite small, the new
building is very hemmed in. Most of the design solutions arise

from this constraint.

To offset the hemmed-in effect and make the most of the
available light, we gave the courtyard side a funnel shape that
captures maximum sunlight. The raked terracing and oblique
planes of the east facade have a deconstructing effect. This
facade also has striking stairways that form a key feature of
the house. They are designed to look like crossed arms, facing
towards the interior of the building. They largely determine the
design of the rear facade, following the concrete wall that runs
along them. Now comes the final key element of the facade: a
glazed strip running from the ground floor to the roof. With its
oblique folds, it brings south-west light into the house without

affecting the privacy of the main living areas.

On the street side, the facade’s main feature is a double-height
terrace leading off the living room and bringing more light into
the first and second levels. The terrace windows, like the others,
have opening panels 75 centimeters wide and fixed panels of
different lengths. Bronze-colored reflective glass punctuates
the north-facing windows and echoes the dark brown brass
fittings.

Brass has been widely used throughout: 10 centimeters thick
brass frames, standing slightly proud of the facade, surround
the windows; the frame of the terrace with its sloping front juts
out over the pavement.

The use of a double front door means that it has been possible
to build it seamlessly into the concrete facade. The rest of the
ground level is designed in a completely different way, reflecting
its intended use. A long window, reminiscent of early twentieth
century Parisian workshops, is set back from the facade.

The roof terrace has an oblique triangular fin" that offsets

the rectangular outline of the street-side facade and gives the
building a tapered effect.
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